ISO 14001 is an internationally agreed
standard that sets out the requirements
for an environmental management system.
It helps organizations improve their
environmental performance through more
efficient use of resources and reduction of
waste, gaining a competitive advantage
and the trust of stakeholders.

Why was ISO 14001 revised ?
All ISO standards are reviewed and revised regularly to make sure they remain relevant to the
marketplace. ISO 14001:2 015 will respond to the
latest trends, including the increasing recognition
by companies of the need to factor in both external and internal elements that influence their environmental impact, such as climate volatility and
the competitive context in which they work. The
changes also ensure that the standard is compatible with other management system standards.

What is an environmental management system ?
An environmental management system helps organizations identify, manage, monitor and
control their environmental issues in a “holistic ” manner.
Other ISO standards that look at different types of management systems, such as ISO 9001
for quality management and ISO 45001 for occupational health and safety, all use a HighLevel Structure.
This means that ISO 14001 can be integrated easily into any existing ISO management system. ISO 14001 is suitable for organizations of all types and sizes, be they private, not-forprofit or governmental. It requires that an organization considers all environmental issues
relevant to its operations, such as air pollution, water and sewage issues, waste management, soil contamination, climate change mitigation and adaptation, and resource use and
efficiency.
Like all ISO management system standards, ISO 14001 includes the need for continual improvement of an organization’s systems and approach to environmental concerns. The
standard has recently been revised, with key improvements such as the increased prominence of environmental management within the organization’s strategic planning processes,
greater input from leadership and a stronger commitment to proactive initiatives that boost
environmental performance.
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